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Faculty Senate Office

The Faculty Senate Office implements the administrative 
structure for faculty governance at the University of 
Michigan, and maintains institutional memory.

We are staffed by a Director and Coordinator:

MaryJo Banasik, J.D., Ph.D. Robyn Snyder
Director Coordinator

We can be reached at facultysenateoffice@umich.edu.

mailto:facultysenateoffice@umich.edu


Structure of Faculty Governance

Chapter IV of the Bylaws of the Board of Regents defines 
and provides for: 

University (Faculty) Senate 

Senate Assembly, and 

Senate Advisory Committee on University Affairs (SACUA)
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University (Faculty) Senate – This includes YOU!

Senate Assembly

Professorial Staff

Executive Officers
Deans

Research faculty

Librarians

74 elected Senate members from the
Ann Arbor, Dearborn, and Flint Campuses

9 elected Senate Assembly members, plus 
Secretary who does not have voting rights

14 UMMS 
Representatives



Functions of Senate Assembly and SACUA

The Senate Assembly:
• Meets monthly
• Chooses members to serve on SACUA
• Establishes committees

Senate Advisory Committee on University Affairs (SACUA):
• Meets weekly (on weeks when Senate Assembly is not meeting)
• Advises and consults with the president of the university on matters of 

university policy 
• Serves as an instrument to effect actions of the Senate and the Assembly
• Nominates and supervises committees of the Assembly



Senate Assembly Advisory Committees
• Senate Assembly standing committees advise 

and consult with vice presidents of the university, 
and SACUA consults with and advises the 
president. 

• Other Senate Assembly committees are advisory 
more broadly, and are not specific to any one VP.

• Committees provide an important mechanism to 
bring faculty concerns to the University’s 
Executive Officers and beyond.



Senate Assembly Advisory Committee Advises
Academic Affairs Advisory Committee (AAAC) Provost and Exec VP Academic Affairs

Communications Advisory Committee (CAC) VP Communications

Development Advisory Committee (DAC) VP Development
Financial Affairs Advisory Committee (FAAC) Exec. VP and CFO

General Counsel’s Advisory Committee (GCAC) VP and General Counsel

Government Relations Advisory Committee (GRAC) VP for Government Relations

Information Technology Committee (ITC) VP Information Technology and CIO

Medical Affairs Advisory Committee (MAAC) Exec VP Medical Affairs
Research Policies Committee (RPC) VP Research

Secretary of the University Advisory Committee (SAC) Secretary of the University

Student Relations Advisory Committee (SRAC) VP Student Life



Other Senate Assembly Committees

Committee
Administrative Evaluation Committee (AEC)
Building Facilities and Infrastructure Committee (BFIC)
Committee on Civil Rights and Liberties (CCRL)
Committee on the Economic Status of the Faculty (CESF)
Committee for an Inclusive University (CIU)
Rules Practices and Policies Committee (RPP)
Tenure Promotion and Professional Development Committee (TPP)



How Can You Get Involved?

• Share information, ideas, and concerns with your Senate Assembly 
Representatives, who are listed on the Faculty Senate Website

• Run for election to Senate Assembly to represent UMMS faculty interests

• Volunteer to participate on a Senate Assembly Advisory Committee

• Contact the Faculty Senate Office for more information 

facultysenateoffice@umich.edu

https://facultysenate.umich.edu/senate-assembly/senate-assembly-faculty-representatives/
mailto:facultysenateoffice@umich.edu


Thank You


