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The University of Michigan 
University Senate 
Motion #110325-9 

Statement Concerning the Presidential Search Committee 

We, the faculty of the University of Michigan, strongly disapprove of the exclusion of 
representatives of elected faculty government from the Presidential Search Committee. We are 
pleased that representatives of undergraduate and graduate student government have been placed 
on the committee, and we are likewise pleased that a number of distinguished faculty colleagues 
have been placed on the committee. But hand-picking faculty members differs from choosing 
duly elected representatives of the faculty. Elected faculty government ought to have a voice in 
the selection of our next president. 

The American Association of University Professors (AAUP) advises that presidential 
committees must consist of individuals elected by the faculty to represent the faculty and to 
solicit opinions from the faculty as a whole, “thereby broadening the mandate for the candidate 
who is ultimately selected to become president.” At Michigan, faculty government exists 
precisely to represent the interests of the 7,600 members of the faculty about matters that pertain 
to institutional governance. The absence of even a single representative from faculty government 
undermines the committee’s ability to gauge faculty priorities and risks detaching the search 
process from a wider discussion about the important matters that now press upon our University. 

As a matter of principle, executive search committees at UM ought to have among their members 
representatives of faculty government. By this means, the university’s leadership will, we hope, 
better reflect the interests and priorities of the teachers, scholars, clinicians, and researchers who 
sustain the institution. 

 

Adopted by the Senate Advisory Committee on University Affairs on September 8, 2025. 

Adopted by the Senate Assembly on September 22, 2025. 

SACUA and Senate Assembly Approval Certified by Derek Peterson, SACUA/Senate Assembly 
Chair, Ali Mazrui Collegiate Professor of History and African Studies, Associate Chair, 
Department of History, Professor of History and Professor of Afroamerican and African Studies, 
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts. 

 

Approved by the University Senate on November 6, 2025 

Results: Yes, 2592 (88.4%); 339 (11.6%); Abstain 707 - Motion PASSED 

 

https://record.umich.edu/articles/presidential-search-advisory-committee-has-been-named/
https://www.aaup.org/academe/issues/106-2/data-snapshot-trends-faculty-participation-presidential-searches
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Link to event page: https://facultysenate.umich.edu/faculty-senate-meeting/  

Link to news item: https://facultysenate.umich.edu/university-senate-motions-and-voting-results-
from-the-november-3-2025-meeting/  
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